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SUBJECT: CALL ON DEPUTY TO THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE BY INDIAN DCM: TARAPUR 

1 . INDIAN DCM VENKATESWARAN ACCOMPANIED BY FIRST SECRETARY 
RAJAN CALLED ON DEPUTY TO THE UNDER SECRETARY NYE FEB 18. 

AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF COURTESIES (VENKATESWARAN WAS A 
STUDENT OF NYE'S AT HARVARD). DCM TURNED THE DISCUSSION TO 
THE TARAPUR QUESTION SAYING THAT THE INDIANS FELT THEY HAD 
BEEN FORTHCOMING WITH INFORMATION BUT HAD NOTED LITTLE FOR 
WARD MOVEMENT BY THE U.S. AND WERE GROWING CONCERNED. NYE 
SAID THAT THE DELAY WAS NOT LIMITED TO INDIA, BUT BECAUSE 

A MAJOR PRESIDENTIAL REVIEW WAS UNDERWAY, VIRTUALLY ALL 
NUCLEAR MATTERS WERE BEING HELD UP. HE EXPECTED THAT THE 
REVIEW WOULD BE COMPLETED WITHIN A FEW WEEKS. HE EMPHA- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 040548 

SIZED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION FELT THAT THERE WAS NEED TO 
ESTABLISH AN OVERALL POLICY FRAMEWORK BEFORE DEALING WITH 
SPECIFIC CASES SUCH AS TARAPUR. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
PRESIDENT REGARDS NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION AS AN ISSUE 
OF GREAT SERIOUSNESS. 

2. STATING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ON A PERSONAL BASIS SINCE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THE NUCLEAR REVIEW HAD NOT YET REACHED A STAGE WHERE 
DIRECTIONS WERE FIRM, NYE SAID THAT THE TARAPUR QUESTION 

SHOULD NOT, IN HIS VIEW, BE HANDLED IN ISOLATION FROM THE 
OVERALL NON-PROLIFERATION RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. 

AND INDIA. SOME IN THE U.S. FELT THAT INDIA SHOULD BE 
"PUNISHED"; OTHERS THOUGHT THIS WAS THE WRONG APPROACH. 

NYE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF THE U.S. AND INDIA 
COULD HAVE SERIOUS AND FRANK DISCUSSIONS ON LARGER NON- 
PROLIFERATION ISSUES. IF WE COULD DEAL SATISFACTORILY 
WITH THESE QUESTIONS, NYE THOUGHT THE TARAPUR PROBLEM 
WOULD FALL INTO PLACE RELATIVELY EASILY. WITH REGARD TO 
THE TARAPUR PROBLEM, NYE ALSO NOTED THAT THERE WERE SOME 
CONFLICTING VIEWS IN THE U.S. ON TECHNICAL FACTS, SUCH AS 
THE DETAILS OF THE FUEL SUPPLY PIPELINE AND THE STORAGE 
SITUATION. WE MIGHT WANT TO DISCUSS THESE FURTHER WITH 
THE INDIANS TO BE SURE THAT EVERYBODY AGREED ON THE FACTS. 

3. VENKATESWARAN SAID THAT THE INDIANS CONSIDERED THEY 
HAVE BEEN MORE THAN FORTHCOMING WITH REGARD TO QUESTIONS 
OF FACTS AND WOULD CONTINUE TO COOPERATE WITH US. HE THEN 
REVIEWED INDIAN NUCLEAR POLICY ALONG TRADITIONAL GOI 
LINES - THEY HAD NOT SIGNED THE NPT BECAUSE IT WAS "DIS- 
CRIMINATORY," THEIR POLICY WAS NOT TO USE NUCLEAR ENERGY 
FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, ETC., ETC. NYE SAID THAT HE CON- 
SIDERED INDIAN POLICY STATEMENTS OF IMPORTANCE, BUT STATED 
THAT HE MUST "PREDICT" THAT THE EFFECT OF A SECOND INDIAN 
TEST, WHATEVER THE MOTIVATION, ON U.S. PUBLIC OPINION AND 
THE CONGRESS WOULD BE TO FORESTALL FURTHER FUEL SHIPMENTS 
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TO TARAPUR. NYE STRESSED HE WAS MAKING A PREDICTION NOT 
A POLICY STATEMENT. 

4. THE SESSION ENDED WITH NYE REITERATING THE SUGGESTION 
THAT THE U.S. AND THE INDIANS GET TOGETHER IN WASHINGTON 
FOR PRIVATE EXCHANGES IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO SEE IF WE 
COULD REACH A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY APPROACH ON BROADER 
NON-PROLIFERATION ISSUES. VENKATESWARAN SAID THAT HE WAS 
SURE THE INDIAN SIDE WOULD WELCOME AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SUCH 
AN EXCHANGE. 
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